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CONGRATULATIONS ON BECOMING THE NEW BCDS PRESIDENT 
and thank you for participating in this interview, so our members can 
learn more about you.

A PUBLICATION OF THE BRONX COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY

Bronx County Dental News
A Quarterly Newsletter Summer 2024Don Safferstein, Editor

From Alabama To The Bronx
An interview with BCDS President, 
Jerica Cook

Tell us about your background. 
I am an only child raised 
in Montgomery, Alabama. I 
attended Meharry Medical 
College of Dentistry and I came 
to the Bronx for what was 
supposed to be a year. That was 
eight years ago, so here we are. 

Why were you interested in 
serving as president? 
Honestly, it’s a pleasure to just 
serve the Bronx as a dentist and 
a resident. But, as president? I’m 
so passionate about the people 
here and working in their best 
interest. I want to be a major 
part of anything that involves 
impacting not only their dental 
experiences but also their 
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woman? As a person of color?
I am “Ms. Cook” even after I 
introduce myself as “Dr. Cook” 
more times than I can recall. I 
have had my strength questioned 
on whether or not I can extract a 
tooth on numerous occasions. I 
have been inappropriately flirted 
with, mistaken for a hygienist, 
mistaken for an assistant, 
presented entire treatment plans 
and then asked when the doctor 
is coming in...shall I go on? Not 
only am I a black woman, I am 
also in my thirties, so I still get 
people who are skeptical that I 

general impression of us as a 
profession. 

What would you like to 
accomplish as president? 
I definitely would like more 
diversity. I would like to see 
more young people, more 
women, and more people of 
color at our meetings. I also want 
to work on creating a mentoring 
program or possibly a study club, 
so there are opportunities for 
mutual learning and exchanges. 
Dentistry has changed so much 
over the years. The more we 
gather, the more we learn. 

What are the challenges you 
experience in dentistry as a 
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even know what I’m doing. The 
challenges always exist and it’s 
just something extra that we 
carry. I don’t know any other way 
to explain it. 

What do you like to do when 
you are not working? Hobbies, 
interests, passions. 
I enjoy writing and creating 
whatever I put my mind to. I 
have self-published over forty 
children’s books with brown 
characters and images. This 
includes diversity editions 

because I’m very passionate 
about children being able to 
open a book and see someone 
who looks like them. They’re 
based on travel, bullying, 
friendships ending, and quite 
a few “trace-to-writes” for 
early learning. I even have one 
called “Oh No! The Dentist!” 
that focuses on alleviating fears 
of dental visits. Everything is 
available on Amazon under my 
pen name “Jeri Lavada” and 
on my website jerilavada.com. 
In my less productive hours, 

I also enjoy good and bad 
horror movies and I love a good 
bourbon. 

Favorite bourbon? 
Haha! My time in Nashville 
definitely made me a bourbon 
and whiskey lover. Uncle Nearest 
is my favorite “neat” but I’m 
flexible on it when it’s for a 
bourbon sour. Feel free to “buy” 
me one from the open bar at our 
next meeting! See you there!

Holiday Party at Maestro’s
Save the Date: Thursday December 12

http://www.jerilavada.com
https://kuraraydental.com/
https://kuraraydental.com/
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https://www.mlmic.com/dentists
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http://www.gnydm.com
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Congratulations 
to our 
new officers
Back row (left to right):
Dr. Jacqueline Samuels
NYSDA Trustee

Dr. Amarilis Jacobo
NYSDA Vice President

Dr. Kirti Tewari
BCDS Secretary

Front row (left to right):
Dr. Jemima Louis
BCDS President Elect

Dr. Jerica Cook
BCDS President

https://www.straumann.com/neodent/us/en/professionals/products-and-solutions/implant-systems/grand-morse.html
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Professional Guidance & Proven Processes
Justin R. Baumann

DDSmatch NY & Western PA
Direct:   716.266.9707

jbaumann@ddsmatch.com

Transition on your Terms with DDSmatch

It's not too early to start a conversation.
Call today to schedule your complimentary, confidential call.

Michele Gabriel
DDSmatch NYC & Long Island
Direct:   862.409.9925
mgabriel@ddsmatch.com Services We Offer:

Practice Sales, Mergers & Partnerships 
 Associate Placements I Transition Planning | Practice Valuations

8/21/22, 11:12 AM Mail - Don Safferstein - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATM0MDAAMS1iMTg4AC03MzdjLTAwAi0wMAoALgAAAxOKG1c5MCVEmckKIfndW0IBACuii5PQDjdEitPy… 1/1

https://ddsmatch.com/
http://brookbeamdental.com
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Resident Event A Resident Event was held on August 15th to welcome the new 
residents at our 5 hospitals to the Bronx. Thanks to Heather Relation 
and Kasey Healy of NYSDA for organizing the evening and to MLMIC and 
Bank of America for their support.

Meet Dr. Nassimi
Dr. Daniel Nassimi was born and raised in Great Neck, New York. He earned 
his Bachelor of Science Degree in Business from the prestigious New York 
University Stern School of Business with a minor in Chemistry in 2016. He 
then went on to obtain his dental degree from Columbia University College of 
Dental Medicine in 2020. During his time at Columbia, Dr. Nassimi was actively 
engaged in volunteerism and research. He was particularly interested in the 
early use of augmented reality for anxiety reduction during dental treatments. 
He then completed his Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery training at New York Health 
+ Hospitals/Woodhull, affiliated with NYU Grossman School of Medicine, in 2024. While at Woodhull, Dr. 
Nassimi received extensive training in dentoalveolar procedures, implantology, anesthesia, maxillofacial 
trauma, and pathology. He is committed to provided his patients with comprehensive and high quality care.

LAWRENCE S. HOLTZMAN, DMD 
CHARLES H. HOFFMAN, DDS 
DANIEL NASSIMI, DDS

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery • Dental Implants

HUTCHINSON METRO CENTER 
TOWER 1 
1250 Waters Place, Ste. 503 
Bronx, New York 10461 
Tel. (718) 824-4200

Exciting news...Visit our website

www.bronxoralsurgery.com 
Meet the Doctors 

Download Patient Registration Forms 
Read about procedures 

 
FREE Valet Parking

https://www.nydentalimplants4you.com/
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SCAN THE QR CODE OR SIGN UP AT
CLOUDDENTISTRY.COM/BDS

Contact info: Darius@Clouddentistry.com

https://www.clouddentistry.com/
mailto:Darius%40Clouddentistry.com%20?subject=
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918 Pelham Parkway South
Bronx, NY 10462

Tel. (718) 863-3200

Advanced 
Technology 

Microscopes 

Surgical 
Endodontics 

Most PPO insurance 
plans accepted

ADA 

AAE 

Pierre Fauchard Honor Society 

Past President Bronx County Dental Society 

Queens County Dental Society 

Educator

www.chassenendodontics.com

chassenendo@gmail.com

34-43 213th Street
Bayside, NY 11361

Tel. (718) 229-6600

Dr Stuart E Chassen
Celebrating his 50th anniversary

of providing superb endodontic care

http://www.chassenendodontics.com
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HPV INFECTION AFFECTS ABOUT 85 PERCENT OF 
the population and can cause 6 types of cancer, 
including cervical, vaginal, vulvar, penile, anal, and 
oropharyngeal cancer, as well as genital warts. 
Approximately 2,800 New Yorkers are diagnosed 
with HPV-related cancer each year. 

The Importance of HPV Vaccination 

The HPV vaccine, which is recommended to 
adolescents between ages 9 and 12, is safe and 
extremely effective in preventing HPV infections 
and cancers. Recent studies confirm that “on-
time” series completion is critical to maximize 
efficacy against HPV cancers. Unfortunately, less 
than 40% of 13-year-old adolescents in NYS have 
completed the HPV vaccine series leaving most 
of that age group unprotected from future HPV 
cancers. That is why we need your help. 

Healthcare Providers Can Make a 
Difference 

As a healthcare provider, you can aid cancer 
prevention efforts by talking to parents or 
guardians about the importance of the vaccine to 
reduce the risk of HPV-related cancer, especially 
oropharyngeal cancer. Evidence suggests that 
a provider recommendation is among the most 
persuasive reasons parents choose to vaccinate 
their children.

New York State “Start 
at 9” Campaign to 
Prevent HPV Cancers 
Supporting the efforts of 
the New York State Dental 
Foundation

The latest research also suggests that starting the 
HPV vaccination series at age 9 can increase the 
percentage of your patients that are up to date by 
age 13. The American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
American Cancer Society, and the National HPV 
Vaccination Roundtable also recommend starting 
the series at age 9; this strategy is consistent with 
the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices recommendation. 

Other reasons cited for starting the HPV vaccine 
series at age 9 include: 

• Provides more time for completion of the series.

• Decreases concerns about the vaccine increasing
sexual activity.

• Decreases requests for only the “school-
required vaccines.”

• Is highly acceptable to systems, providers, and
parents.

Nationally, 50% of vaccinating providers are 
willing to recommend the HPV vaccine at age 9. 
Learn more about starting at age 9 at https://
hpvroundtable.org/start-hpv-vaccination-at-age-9 

Recommend starting HPV 
vaccination at age 9 today!

Classifieds
GENERAL DENTIST - FULL TIME/ PART 
TIME - BRONX,NY

DentServ is looking for a general dentist for 
our school based dental program at campus 
locations in the South Bronx Monday-Friday 
8am-4pm

Duties: Oral screenings, comprehensive oral 
exams, X-rays, oral prophylaxis, sealants, 
fluoride applications, restorative treatments.

Candidates must have current NYS Dental 
License | $1000 sign on bonus | Salary $175K - 
$225K based on experience.

Contact Mitchell Farber MA : 914-380-7573 | 
mfarber@dentserv.com

https://hpvroundtable.org/start-hpv-vaccination-at-age-9
https://hpvroundtable.org/start-hpv-vaccination-at-age-9
mailto:mfarber%40dentserv.com?subject=
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Michael T. Cote, DDS MPH • Sylvia E. Arsuaga, DMD 
Board Certified in Periodontology & Dental Implant Surgery 

 
Practicing the full scope of Periodontics with expertise ranging from dental 

implants to cosmetic periodontal surgery, gum grafting and crown lengthening 

1550 Pelham Parkway South Bronx, NY 10461  
FREE and PRIVATE parking 

Tel: 718.597.8457 Fax: 718.597.8869 
 www.hitechperio.com 
info@hitechperio.com 

 

Our dedicated healthcare specialists can help guide you through all 
the stages of your practice life cycle—from acquisitions, buy-ins and 
buy-outs to renovations, expansions, equipment, commercial real 
estate financing needs and beyond.

Contact our healthcare financing specialists today at 
tdbank.com/healthcare

Member FDIC, ©2023, TD Bank, N.A. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. The TD logo and other trademarks are owned by The Toronto-Dominion Bank and used under license.         

1All loans are subject to credit approval. Some credit restrictions may apply. Other terms and conditions may also apply. 

David Barry
Healthcare Practice Financing Specialist

631-962-1277
david.barry@td.com
tdbank.com/healthcare

You’re in the  
caring business.  
So is our local 
financing team. 

http://www.hitechperio.com
http://tdbank.com/healthcare
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Endorsed by the Bronx County Dental Society 

Representing dental practices in the areas of: 
Dental Practice Transitions 

Office Leasing 
Estate and Tax Planning  

Retirement Plan Design and Administration  

Offices in Long Island and Westchester: 
 1133 Westchester Ave., Suite N208, White Plains, NY 10601  

      105 Maxess Rd., Suite 124, Melville, NY 11747 

Contact: Gary S. Sastow, Esq.  
914-948-1556  

 gsastow@dmlawyers.com  
danzigermarkhoff.com 

At the meeting, Amarilis Jacobo was installed as the 
NYSDA Vice President and Jacqueline Samuels was 
installed as the Trustees representing Bronx County.

Left to right: Jerica Cook, Amarilis Jacobo, 
Jacqueline Samuels.

The New York State 
House of Delegates 
met this past June.

http://danzigermarkhoff.com
https://www.bankofamerica.com/smallbusiness/business-financing/practice-solutions/
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Visit www.carecredit.com to get started!

Empowering people to pay for the care they want and need

The CareCredit healthcare credit card helps improve the payment experience for 
patients and clients, and your financial performance.

Ready to help more patients and clients get the care they want and need?

5/22/22, 10:31 AM Mail - Don Safferstein - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/AQMkADAwATM0MDAAMS1iMTg4AC03MzdjLTAwAi0wMAoALgAAAxOKG1c5MCVEmckKIfndW0IBACuii5PQDjdEitPy… 1/1

http://www.carecredit.com
http://altfest.com/dentists
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http://www.implantdirect.com


Bronx County Dental News Summer 2024 15

MEMBERS CAN NOW PURCHASE ADVERTISEMENT SPACE IN 
the BCDS Newsletter. Our newsletter is a quarterly publication 
that is emailed to over 300 member dentists. 

Rates:

• Quarter Page- $250

• Half Page- $500

• Full Page- $750

If you prepay for 4 consecutive issues there is a 25% discount. 
Classified ads will continue to be free to members in our 
newsletter and on our website

To place an ad or classified, contact Joy at 
bronxdental@optonline.net

Advertising in our newsletter

See our website:
www.bronxcountydentalsociety.org

THE SITE IS DESIGNED TO BE A RESOURCE FOR MEMBER
dentists as well as the public we serve. Take a few minutes 
to take a tour of the site. Some of the new features are:

• A Member Center full of resources for your practice. 
All information here is updated constantly by the ADA 
and NYSDA to keep you informed in real time. 

• A Public Resource Center for the general public. 
The Find A Dentist feature enables patients to 
search for ADA member dentists by zip code and 
specialty. 

Please give us feedback. This is your site 
and we have the ability to adapt it to better 
serve our members.

PRESIDENT

Dr. Jerica Cook

TREASURER

Dr. Don Safferstein

PAST PRESIDENT

Dr. Keith Margulis

SECRETARY

Dr. Kirti Tewari

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Stephen Harrison

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Joy Patane

NYSDA TRUSTEE

Dr. Jacqueline Samuels

BCDS Officers

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Dr. Jemima Louis

mailto:bronxdental%40optonline.net?subject=
http://www.bronxcountydentalsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/cluttertothegutter/
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http://whyidental.org
http://whyidental.org
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TO REGISTER FOR THIS DINNER LECTURE, EMAIL JOY PATANE AT BRONXDENTAL@OPTONLINE.NET

3CE Credits. *Kosher meal requests must be received one week prior to the course.

BRONX COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY

Jeffrey Hoos, DMD
If You Can Do Composites Correctly,
You Can Do Full- Mouth Reconstruction

Tuesday, September 10, 2024 | 6:00pm
Maestro's Caterers 1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, New York 10462

This lecture is presented courtesy of Kuraray Dental
$35 for BCDS members | $75 for non-members | Free for residents of Bronx Hospital programs

Buffet Dinner at 6pm (Kosher meals available upon advance request*)

Lecture at 7pm

When a dentist completely understands the steps to create durable, long-lasting composites, 
they have the building blocks for doing reconstruction cases.

Participants will learn:

• Immediate dentin sealing & resin coating bonding technique

• Stress free composite restorations

• Occlusal principles in a simple way

• Restoring mouths with a functional understanding

Jeffrey Hoos, DMD

Dr. Jeffrey Hoos is a world-renowned practitioner and author of numerous 
articles. He has developed many innovative and exciting dental techniques 
including the patented H & H cordless impression method. Dr. Hoos 
graduated from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine with a DMD 
degree after receiving his MS degree in Biology from the University of 
Bridgeport and his BA degree in Zoology from Drew University.

He has been involved with implant dentistry for the last 25 years and 
teaches implant dentistry courses. Dentists from around the world regularly 
visit his practice to learn how to implement his methods. He lectures 
extensively on practice management as well as implant and cosmetic dentistry. 
He recently celebrated his 41th anniversary in private group practice in Stratford, Connecticut 
and is consistently in the top 1% of the dental practices in the United States.

mailto:bronxdental%40optonline.net?subject=
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BRONX COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY

TO REGISTER FOR THIS DINNER LECTURE, EMAIL JOY PATANE AT BRONXDENTAL@OPTONLINE.NET

3CE Credits. *Kosher meal requests must be received one week prior to the course.

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 | 6:00pm
Maestro's Caterers 1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, New York 10462

When preparation meets success critical steps have been taken to prepare 
for an acquisition or sale of a practice.

Participants will learn:

• How to create a plan for success whether you are 2-10 years from buying or selling

• A clear understanding on where the market is today and the evolving landscape

• How to assemble a successful team to support you in all aspects of practice sale or acquisition

• Post sale success for both buyers and sellers

Michele Gabriel

Michele Gabriel brings 27 years of extraordinary success in a series of high-
level roles at top tier companies nationwide to DDSmatch, where she serves 
New York City & Long Island. Michele managed and developed teams at 
Patterson Dental, fulfilling a critical role in the Pennsylvania, & New York/
New Jersey metropolitan area, with accountability for over 14,000 dentists. 
Michele oversaw the largest population of Dental Schools, Community 
Health Centers, Private Practice and DSOs within the organization. Prior 
to joining Patterson, she gained a great deal of experience in leading 
roles within commercial and residential lending. In the 90s, she began in 
dentistry, helping dentists with start-up financing and practice acquisitions 
with Copelco Capital/CitiCapital. With a forte for successfully helping organizations grow, strategize 
and transition, Michele possesses a tremendous skill set that will be an asset to doctors planning on 
buying or those that are looking to transition, whether it be today, or in the future.

Michele Gabriel, Owner/President DDS Match NYC/LI
With Gary Sastow, Esq. Danziger & Markoff and Jarrett Matthews, Bank of America Practice Solutions

Private Practice is Alive and Well 
Important Steps to a Seamless Transition

$35 for BCDS members | $75 for non-members | Free for residents of Bronx Hospital programs

Buffet Dinner at 6pm (Kosher meals available upon advance request*)

Lecture at 7pm

mailto:bronxdental%40optonline.net?subject=
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BRONX COUNTY DENTAL SOCIETY

Dr. Dennis Bohlin
Making a Difference - Substance Misuse and Your Patients

TO REGISTER FOR THIS DINNER LECTURE, EMAIL JOY PATANE AT BRONXDENTAL@OPTONLINE.NET

3CE Credits. *Kosher meal requests must be received one week prior to the course.

Tuesday, November 12, 2024 | 6:00pm
Maestro's Caterers 1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, New York 10462

CE Credits will count toward the new DEA requirements

Buffet Dinner at 6pm (Kosher meals available upon advance request*)

Lecture at 7pm

Dr. Dennis Bohlin

Dr. Bohlin received his DDS at Columbia University in 1978 and completed his 
residency at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in 1979. He has been in private 
practice in Manhattan ever since.

Dr. Bohlin has expertise in implants and their restoration and all phases of 
general and cosmetic dentistry.

Dr. Bohlin has special interest and advanced training in substance use 
disorders and lectures at all five dental schools in NY on addiction and 
substance abuse in dentistry. He has served on the New York State Dental 
Association Committee on Chemical Dependency since 1985.

He is a member of the American Dental Association, American College of Dentistry and the New York 
Academy of Dentistry.

Dr. Bohlin lives with his wife Rosemary and they were blessed with nine wonderful children and 15 
adorable grandchildren.
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BEACH – CL ASSROOM – FISHING – CL ASSROOM – SPA – 
Classroom - Golf, whatever your choice, Smiles in the Sun 2025 at 
The Resort at Longboat Key Club is the right meeting for you, your 
family and your staff. This is a 5 star property and SITS 2025 has a 5 
star program with 20 CERPP/PACE approved credits that features 
three well renown speakers: Dr. Jennifer Bell, Dr. Chad Duplantis, Ms. 
Debra Englehardt-Nash, and Dr. Howard S. Glazer. Great education 
and you can have your feet in the sand by 2:30! 

All these presentations, hands-on programs, and meals during social 
functions are included in your registration fee. Our wonderful social 
functions feature a welcoming reception, a putting tournament/
buffet dinner, sunset beach bash bar-b-que, and “Sundaes on 
Saturday”. We also have an optional fishing tournament and luncheon 
on Wednesday.  LBK can be reached via Sarasota, Tampa, or Regional 
Southwest Airports. There are special reduced rates and amenities 
for our registrants.

Whatever your pleasure, Smiles in the Sun 2025 has the answer: learn 
in the morning and play all afternoon in a wonderful location and 
enjoy the best the west coast of Florida has to offer. 

We offer discounted rates for multiple staff, recent grads, and active 
military. For more information and to register, visit our website: 
www.smilesinthesun.net or call: 201-264-9580. 

“See You At The Beach!”

First time attendees can mention this ad for $200 off the doctor 
registration.

A Winning Combination = 
A Winning Combination!

http://www.smilesinthesun.net
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